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1.0 OBJECTIVES
In this Unit, we shall,

o discover impressive techniques for specific kinds of communication;

. learn to build bridges between the writer and reader by exhibiting var-
ied vantage points to view and interpret events, pictures and situations;

. identify the goals of Descriptive Writing;
° learn about its elements; and

o understand its importance and effectiveness.

On completion of the unit, you should be able to,
o master the pre-requisites for effective descriptions;

o develop skills to describe events, pictures and situations with practical
examples and guidance; and

. become more proficient in academic and general communication with
enhanced vocabulary and articulation.

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Words, once they are printed, have a life of their own.

Carol Burnett

A word may start a war and a word may bring peace.In this age of globaliza-
tion and digitalization, the power of the word is increasing day by day.The
moment something happens, it’s out on social media. People know about it
before we can blink our eyes or snap our fingers. In this super-fast era, how
do we ensure that our description of something gets marked, read and liked?
Knowing how to write a description confers upon us the privilege to influ-
ence and direct minds and win hearts. This unit will walk us through the



Compulsory
English

goals and elements of descriptions. It will also provide us with tips to pen
down effective descriptions. And of course, our linguistic skills ought to be
polished and vocabulary enhanced in order to articulate all descriptions prop-
erly. With this backdrop, let us peep into the ways and methodology through
which we can write impressive descriptions that a reader would be compelled
to pursue.

1.2 DESCRIPTION OF AN EVENT

An event is a happening that is remarkable or noteworthy owing to its dis-
tinctness from the routine. Description of an event is required for work pur-
poses or even merely for developing understanding and logical skills of em-
ployees or students. But how to describe an event is a skill and requires a lot
ofknack and observation as well as linguistic competence. The description of
an event is normally written after it is over. However, certain event descrip-
tions are written beforehand to draw the maximum audience. Such prior writ-
ings attract more and more people by letting them know where, when and
how the event is planned and who all are going to be present there. This
would give them a fair idea as to whether the event is worth their time, energy
and expenses.

An effectual event description can not only help one score wonderful marks
in an exam but can also work wonders in practical situations. In social gath-
erings, people may want to know whether the event to be is worth attending
or not. Based on it, they may choose to squeeze their time and come down or
not. If there are any incentives or benefits of showing up early at a formal or
academic event, they may gather this information through the
eventdescriptions. Such descriptions can also greatly contribute to fund rais-
ers or charity.

To reap the amazing benefits of a forcefulevent description, let us enlist the
steps that we can follow to help us do it.

Steps for Event Description
1)  Enumerate the reasons that make the event worth describing.

2)  Obscure, unclear and little material or information cannot lead to a
good description. Hence, one must gather enough information before
we venture to write the event description.

3) Describe the essentials i.e. the date, time, duration and venue of the
event.

4)  Specify all the activities that took place during and around the time of
the event that are relevant to its interpretation.

5)  Recount all the sensory experiences associated with the event.

6)  Sum up the description by elucidating how the event was special and
what was the most enjoyable part of it.

7)  Remember to give it a short, attractive title.

8)  Send a feedback or survey to attendees after the event and include a
general feedback in the description.



Tips for Effectiveness

1)  The opening line should be catchy so that the reader feels like going
through the writing.

2)  Start with an outline or map before going through all the details.
3)  Address the Who, What, Where, When and Why of the event.
4)  Highlight important speakers and objectives of the event.

5)  Include powerful photos.

6)  Display structured information through headers and bullet points.
7)  Paint a picture by using appropriate words.

8)  Use figurative language with proper use of adjectives.

9)  Avoid unnecessary descriptions.

Event Description Topics

Normally descriptions are written for events enlisted here:

1)  Sports Events

2)  Cultural Events

3) Placement Events

4)  Seminars or Conferences

5)  Fundraisers

6) Day Celebrations

7)  Industrial / Academic Visits

8)  Social Gatherings

9)  Parties or Celebrations

Sample Event Description

Given here is a sample event description toprovide a specimen and guidance
for writing such descriptions.

Topic: Description of Women Empowerment Activities at Government
Engineering College, Rajkot

General Observation

A healthy and sustained discussion / deliberation went on throughout the
Program on women empowerment with presentation of data regarding socio-
cultural history and history of injustice towards women.

Introduction and Objectives

The subject of women empowerment has become a burning issue all over the
world including India since the last few decades. Inequalities between men
and women and discrimination against women have led to imbalance in the
society. Thus, the woman’s quest for equality with man in matters of educa-
tion, employment, inheritance, marriage, politics and recently in the field of
religion is becoming a universal phenomenon.

Aimed at highlighting various issues concerning women, the
GujaratGovernment launched the “Women Empowerment Fortnight’ from
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August 1 to 15, 2015. This program includes days such as Women Self-Reli-
ance Day, Women Leadership Day, Women Health Day, Women’s Pride Day,
Women Cattle Rearer’s Day, etc.

As a part of this program, Government Engineering College, Rajkot too or-
ganized various activities, the detailed description of which is mentioned be-
low:

. Talk Series by Dr. Gora Trivedi

The Talk Series was conducted by Dr. Gora Trivedi, the Head of Law De-
partment, H.N.Shukla College, Rajkot on August 9, 2015. She gave a very
informative talk consisting of a myriad issues pertaining to the various Ar-
ticles in the Indian Constitution and Sections related to legal aspects. She
informed the audience about Article 14 that confers the right to equality to
everyone and Article that grants reservation to women. She elaborately dis-
cussed the Section 39 A (Equal Remuneration for Equal Work) and Sections
498 A& B (Dowry).

Madam discussed in detail about Abhayam, the 24 hours helpline for woman.
She also dispelled the myth regarding the helpline 100. It is not just for police
emergencies but also for seeking guidance in case of danger. She brought it
to the notice of the listeners the fact that there is also a Mahila Police Station
in the city but very few women know about it and hence, do not derive any
benefit out of it. She perspectivised the place of woman in the society and
reasons for her marginalization. She presented a working map regarding how
women should strive to restore their dignity and self-respect that was an
integral aspect of ancient India.

. Saurashtra University Visit

Pursuing the goal of bringing about awareness amongst the female students,
the college organized a visit to the Saurashtra University on August 7, 2015.
Students, accompanied by female faculties, visited various departments to
gain knowledge and perspective about Higher Educatiion. They were also
shown the Laboratory of the Physics Department. The machines and their
functions were demonstrated to them.

This Visit to the University was all the more fruitful as the students attended
the Talk by Mr. Mohan Jha, the Police Commissioner of Rajkot. Jha Sir empha-
sized intensely on women’s education and triggered the dormant dreams of
girls to touch the sky. He highlighted the significance of ‘extra effort’ that
marks out the person from the rest.

o Career Counseling Seminar by Mr. ShaileshSagpariya

Another such activity was the Career Counseling Seminar by Mr.
ShaileshSagpariya, Deputy Director, SPIPA on August 10, 2015. Mr. Sagpariya
held a longish, pinpointed talk to motivate the female students and faculties
of the college at the college auditorium. He clearly defined the various fac-
tors that make women dependent and hence subservient to men in the soci-
ety. And the chief factor is financial dependence that can be eliminated only
and only be engaging in economic activities. He also brought out the signifi-



cance of a government job, especially for women. For that, he drew an in-
credibly crystalclear plan as to how one can prepare for competitive exams
like GPSC and UPSC. He also guided the students regarding the ways in
which they could obtain the reading material for such exams.

Mr. Sagpariya went on to elaborate upon the legal rights and protections
women could avail of to lead a liberated, beautiful life. The effect of the
entire talk on the audience was mesmerizing and there was pin drop silence
in the hall. This was followed by a very vigorous question answer session
wherein he addressed the queries and curiosity of the audience. Mr. Sagpariya’s
grounding in competitive exams gave him an edge above others in guiding
the students for their career.

Conclusion

The entire series of Women Empowerment Events has created great aware-
ness amongst students about the current problems of women and how to
overcome them. It has also broadened their perspective about increased av-
enues for women in various fields and ways in which they can face the mod-
ern world and live in harmony with it.

1.3 DESCRIPTION OF A PICTURE

A picture is worth a thousand words and here indeed we are learning how to
describe a picture in words. Picture description is a way to let the brain storm
and also let the imagination run wild. What the picture shows is what our
eyes see but what it implies is for the brain to seek out. The same picture can
be interpreted in amultitudinous way by different readers. It also helps us in
vocabulary enhancement as we start exploring the suitable words to depict
the picture in the best possible manner.

The picture description exercise is very much a part of the students’ syllabi at
various levels. It is a question put into written as well as oral exams. The
picture given for description can be image, painting, photograph, portrait,
poster, cartoon, cover / front page or comic strip. Here are some useful
guidelines that will help with the task of describing pictures:

Dos:

1)  Observe the picture very carefully and scan it properly in the inner eye
of your mind. Take time to think before you start talking or writing.

2)  Begin with a general statement pertaining to the topic to which the
picture seems relate to.

3)  The pictures are many times an excuse to talk about a particular topic
so select the relevant details associated to it.

4)  There is a picture in front of you, so you cannot be completely sure
what is exactly happening. Soyou should use speculations and guesses.

5)  You can choose a word cloud to talk about specific ideas.

6)  Develop your ideas fully to confer a sense of completeness in the de-
scription.

7)  Use linking words to build a bridge between the ideas.

Describing an Event, a
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8)  Use language befitting the mood and situation of the picture.
9) Incase of an oral exam, utilize every second to do the task.

10) Iftwo or more pictures are to be compared, talk about their similarities
as well as differences.

11) Use metaphors to create a parallel image in the reader’s mind.
Don’ts

1) Do not panic if you can’t understand the picture immediately. Take
time to organize your thoughts.

2) Do not worry if you can’t find the exact word for a certain portrayal.
You can paraphrase the same.

3) Do not beat around the bush. Keep it to the point.
4) Do not give enumerations.
5) Do not complicate details unnecessarily. Keep it simple.

6) Do not repeat the same phrases all the time. For example, instead of
constantly saying ‘I think’, find substitutes for the same.

Structure

It would become very difficult to follow or understand a picture description if
the person randomly jumps from one point to another. So it must be logically
structured by moving from left to right or vice versa; from the background to
the foreground or vice versa; from the middle to the sides or vice versa; or
from the particular to the general or vice versa.

Initial Phrases

While initiating descriptions, you can use phrases like ‘In the picture I can
see’, ‘There’s a’, “There isn’t’, etc. and then grow comfortable ahead.

Position Language

It is essential that you indicate where exactly in the picture is the detail you
are describing. Use position language by including phrases such as ‘in the top
left corner’, “at the top’, ‘in the background’, ‘at the bottom’, ‘on the left’,
‘in the foreground’, ‘next to’, ‘in the middle’, ‘in front of’, ‘near’ etc. This
will help the examiner to get pinpointed information without having to fumble.

Speculative Language

When you are not sure exactly about a detail, you should use speculative
language by incorporating phrases such as ‘I think’, ‘I guess’, ‘I suppose’, ‘1
expect’, ‘I imagine’, ‘I am not sure but it can be’, ‘perhaps it is’, ‘it seems to
be’, ‘it is probably’, etc.

Expressing Opinions

You cantalk about preferences and give your opinion about the picture or the
happenings in the picture by putting phrases like ‘in my opinion’, ‘as far as |
know’, ‘speaking for myself’, ‘personally, I think’, ‘in my experience’, ‘I
mean to say that’, etc.



Comparison and Contrast

In case of comparing two given pictures, you should spot the similarities and
differences. For similarities, we can use phrases such as ‘in both pictures’,
‘both pictures depict’, ‘neither of them’, ‘in the same way’, ‘similarly’, ‘in
this one... and in the other one’, ‘like’, etc. For indicating contrast, we should
use phrases like ‘whereas’, ‘while’, ‘on the other hand’, ‘in contrast’, ‘in-
stead’, ‘unlike’, ‘the main difference between them is’ etc. All aspects of both
pictures need to be considered while describing them.

Tense

For delineating a picture, one should always use Present Continuous Tense.
It must look as if the event or situation is right in front of us and we are a part
of it.

Information about the Artist

If the artist who has created the picture or painting or photograph is known
to us, we must provide some basic information about him/ her while starting
the depiction. We can alsoput his philosophy or train of thought in a line or
two.

Intention

In a picture description, first describing the obvious is natural. But the under-
lying meaning or idea can also be expressed so that the intention of the artist
behind the creation of that work of art becomes clear. For that phrases such
as ‘the artist / photographer / painter / cartoonist wishes to show / express /
criticize / point out / focus on / illustrate / raise concern about / symbolize’
can be used.

Colours

Colours are the heart of a picture. One cannot afford to mention colours
while describing the picture. The mood created would be light, grim, happy
or sad depending upon the brightness and shades of the colours used.

Example of a Picture Description

(Pic Courtesy: https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/happy-family-
walks-on-shore-sea-790949791?src=A9it7_eUnDBS_VI9FnUpOFg-1-9)

A Visit to a Beach

A beach is the best place to spend a holiday. And joyful it is even more when
you do it with your family! The given picture draws memories and nostalgia,

Describing an Event, a
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reminding us of our childhood and family visits to beautiful locations like a
beach.

The backdrop of the picture is the appealing ocean elevating the mood with
its crystal clear blue waters. The waves are running towards the shore. It
seems like a private beach as we can observe the boundary fixed. And there
appears to be a cruise ship nearby. The whole picture indicates a lovely tour-
ist attraction where families come to spend holidays and relax at the beach.

In the foreground is a family full of delight, breathing in the cool ocean breeze
and savoring the company of the near and dear ones. They are totally en-
grossed in playing with the beach sand, clearly a planned activity as we see
their full preparation in the form of the spade and bucket toys set. Gathering
sand, transporting it, moulding it into shapes and building sand castles out of
it is the favourite pastime of the kids. The parents too are immersed in the
amusement created by the kids. The beach clothes put on by them reflect
their relaxing mood and set the tone of the vacation.

The daytime gives the appearance of a bright, sunny day with a soothing
atmosphere and pleasant weather. The magnificence and vastness of the ocean
adds an inevitable beauty to the scene. And the love of the family radiates
warmth and splendor. The picture evokes our sensory experiences of sounds
and sights. The music of the waves, the warm and soft sand slipping through
our fingers, the play of the children and their sweet voices ringing in the air,
the relaxed and carefree feelings aroused by the atmosphere are impossible to
be missed out. The endless sky stretching out till our eyes can see reminds us
that there are no limits or boundaries in life. We just need to take a flight.

The picture captures the feelings, memories and wishes that are impossible to
be articulated on a page with a pen. For that we need to run wild in the
playground of our minds and let imagination take total control.

Picture Description Topics
Generally, the following topics are put into pictures for description:
1) Holidays

2) Hills

3)  Beaches

4)  Technology

5) Nature

6)  Global Warming
7)  Family

8)  Houses

9) Sports

10) Food

11) Fashion
12) Global Problems like Poverty
13) City & Countryside



14) Festivals
15) Education
16) Travelling

17) Films

18) Money

19) Racism

20) Immigration
21) Pets

22) Weather
1.4 DESCRIPTION OF A SITUATION

Withmost learners of English as a second language, it is difficult to use lan-
guage fluently and without giving it much thought. The chief use of a lan-
guage is communication. And if we cannot use it in our day to day life in
routine situations, we lack the linguistic competence and skill. But using
English without blocks or obstacles is a demanding task. It requires practice
and environment that are difficult to be attained in a vernacular speaking
locale. To overcome this predicament, we need to imagine real life situations
and try to describe them to our friends and teachers. It can be done orally as
a role play or dialogue or a mere description, or in descriptive writing too
wherein we have a little more time to think of the situation.

Day in and day out, we keep coming across various people who live with or
around us or work with us. We also have a lot of interaction with the service
providers of the society with whom we keep dealing with for goods and / or
services.Our presentation of any situation should be vivid and lively. It should
trigger an intellectual and emotional response from the readers and keep
them engaged.Let us examine the methodology in which we can carry out
situational descriptions persuasively.

Directions for an Effective Situational Description

1)  Read or listen to the situation (that needs to be described) carefully.
2)  Think of every detail within the given gambit.

3)  Focus on the person/s involved in it.

4)  Try to scrutinize it from the psychological and logical point of view.

5)  Analyze the cause and effect that have gone into the creating of the
given circumstance.

6)  Explore all the various vantage points from which the situation can be
and is viewed.

7)  Assess the plot with its climax and consequence.
8)  Begin the description with the obvious or general remarks.
9)  Go deeper into the specific aspects gradually and naturally.

10) Move from the obvious to the underlying realities.

Describing an Event, a
Picture or a Situation
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11) Use words and phrases appropriate to the tone and mood of the situa-
tion.

12) Use figurative language to make the description lively and interesting.
Creativity and Imagination

We should see to it that the situational description does not become mundane
and boring. Enumerating just dry facts won’t help to attract the reader. The
only way to make it fascinating is by adding your own creativity and imagina-
tion. This can add interest to an otherwise routine situation. The portrayal
should grip the reader from the very first line and maintain interest till the last
one. Some suspense, humour or thrill can also be added depending upon the
situation given.

Complexity and Detail

If the situation is very detailed or complex, the first step is to understand it
thoroughly before initiating writing. You can break it down in stages or its
various aspects and think of each of them separately. You can then arrange
the sequence of events logically and lead to the climax. In addition to the
happenings in the situation, you can add the sensory details too i.e. sight,
smell, sound, touch and taste. The emotions related to the situation also need
to be brought out minutely and properly.

Catchy Title

A catchy title is a must to give the reader an idea of the situation that you are
going to describe. The title should grab the reader’s attention immediately
and arouse curiosity to go through it immediately.

Emotional Engagement

Thinking bold and big is the key to a compelling account of the situation. The
perspective should be dynamic, creative, curious, passionate, strong and
empowered. The focus should be on a sense of self, a sense of the place and
people around, and a sense of the experience. Only such a rigorous and vig-
orous engagement with the situation will help to delineate a powerful de-
scription.

Example
Situation:

You went for shopping in a crowded market place and got robbed. Report
this incident to a policeman.

Robbery at the Market
Hello Officer! I have been robbed!

I was window shopping at Biba on the crowded Yagnik Road of the city.
Suddenly, someone bumped into me. He apologized quickly and started walk-
ing away. | then noticed that my purse was open. I shouted out to him but he
had already started running very fast. People were staring but no one fol-
lowed him. They were perhaps scared that the guy may have a knife or a
weapon on him. He got my cell phone and a wallet carrying 10,000 bucks.

The guy was tall, around 6 feet in height. He had dark black hair and a thin



figure. He seemed agile and fast. He wore a short sleeve shirt and dirty, blue
jeans. He had a fair complexion and a moustache. He smelled of cigarette
smoke. He was perhaps around 25 years of age. He sped off after taking a
turn on the Jagnath main road.

It was indeed a shocking incident and I urge you to take some immediate
action to relieve our city of crimes and grant a feeling of security to the
residents.

Topics for Situational Descriptions

Here is a list of topics that are normally discussed and asked for situational
descriptions;

1) It is your first day at college and you are totally unfamiliar with the
place and people. How will you make yourself comfortable in this en-
vironment?

2)  Describe the Prefect Election you participated in at your institute.

3)  You went for a holiday with your family to an unknown city and get
lost. You have no cell phone on you too. How will you deal with this
situation?

4)  You have come across a person who is from a totally different culture
and new to your country and place. How would you feel? How would
you help him? What would be your experience?

5)  You invited one of your relatives who is a doctor, to deliver an expert
talk at your college. All students have turned up and all arrangements
made. But your relative is stuck at the last minute and not able to
come. How will you manage this situation?

6)  You have gone for an adventure camp to a forest with your friends and
a Guide. You friends have ventured out in the evening for a troll and
one of your friends falls down and gets badly hurt. Your guide is not
with you, nor any communication device. What will you do?

1.5 LET US SUM UP

There is an increasing need for fresh perspectives in academics and jobs.
Rote learning for exams stifles the imagination and originality. Nor does it
contribute to the language development of students. Descriptive writing is a
very effective way to encourage brain storming and innovative use of lan-
guage. Again, it is not enough to just have an experience in order to learn
something or imbibe new thoughts. One has to ponder over it, reflect on it,
find conclusions and put them in proper words. This is the process to make
the brain function and assimilate new ideas. This unit has been designed to
facilitate all these aspects. Practice makes a man (& woman) perfect and the
topics given here ought to be practiced to attain expertise in organization of
thoughts, feelings, reflections and language. Happy learning!

1.6 KEY WORDS

Description (noun) /dr'skripn/a piece of writing or speech that says what

somebody/something is like

Describing an Event, a
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Event (noun)/1'vent/a thing that happens, especially something important

Picture (noun) /'piktfo(r)/ a painting or drawing, etc. that shows a scene, a
person or thing

Situation (noun) / sitfu'erfn/ all the circumstances and things that are hap-
pening at a particular time and in a particular place

Figurative (adjective) /'figorativ/ used in a way that is different from the
usual meaning, in order to create a particular mental picture

Communication (noun) /ko mju:n1'kerfn/ the activity or process of express-
ing ideas and feelings or of giving people information

Effectiveness (noun) /r'fektivnos/ the fact of producing the result that is
wanted or intended

1.7 EVALUATIVE EXERCISE

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS BY CHOOSING THE
BEST OPTION FROM THE OPTIONS GIVEN BELOW:

1)  The sensory details in a description mean the details that

a) use rupees

b) use big and difficult words
c) use five senses

d) use sight and smell

2)  ‘She stared at the monster in disbelief. It was more than 10 feet tall and
ran with the speed of a cheetah.” Which sense does the writer describe
here?

a) Sound
b) Touch
c) Smell
d) Sight
3)  Which of the descriptive sentences below contains an adjective?
a) The students are in the class.
b) The cuckoo sings sweetly.
c) The dog barks.
d) The small boat moved across the sea.

4)  ‘Geeta fell down and felt a pain as sharp as thorns piercing her skin.’
Which sense does the writer describe here?

a) Sound
b) Smell
c) Touch
d) Sight
5)  Descriptive words add detail and interest to the description.
a) True
b) False

6)  Which of the following set of words deal with the sense of sound?
a) Rocky, smooth, rough



7)

8)

9)

10)

b) Hissing, whistling, cackling
c) Thick, thin, heavy
d) Pungent, sweet, bitter

What do the terms like Simile, Metaphor, Personification and Allitera-
tion indicate?

a) Figurative Language
b) Literal Language

‘Her sweet perfume lingered in the room.” Which sense does the writer
use here?

a) Sound

b) Smell

c) Touch

d) Sight

What impact does descriptive text have on its readers?

a) They can memorize the text well.

b) They feel the text to be lively and happening before their mind’s
eye.

c) They feel bored and disinterested.

d) They feel confused.

“The soft juicy strawberries felt like heaven on my tongue.” Which sense
does the writer use here?

a) Taste
b) Sight
c) Smell
d) Sound

1.8
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