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Welcome Esteemed Vlce Chancellors‘
Congratulations Anand!!

The fraternity of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University
welcomes all the Hon. Vice-Chancellors and esteemed
delegates participating in the National Conference of the Vice-
Chancellors during 09-11 June 2010 at Ahmedabad.

' iWe “feel proud to felicitate one of our most dlstmgulshed

! Anand Patel with hlsparents | alumni, Shri Anand Babulal Patel, who has achieved 32" rank in

the UPSC Civil Services Examination 2009, making him the top most ranker in Gujarat.
Anand has earned his Bachelor's degree in History from Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open
University, Ahmedabad.)

Congratulations, Anand, and all the best wishes for your ceaseless pursuits of excellence!
Congratulations to his parents and family as well, who supported his pursuits of distinction!
My predécessor Vice-Chancellor Professor Avadheshkumar Singhji had initiated the process
of develdp‘ing a course on NGO Management with valuable support from the UNA1d, and
IGNOU, New Delhi. This process has now fructified with the contributions of my colleagues
and esteemed scholars: We feel fulfilled that the Course gets launched during the Hon. Vice-
Chancellors Conference through a Training Workshop on “NGO Management: A Paradigm
Shift”. Texpress my deep sense of gratitude towards Professor Singh, the UN Aid, the IGNOU
and all my colleagues and scholars who have supported and c,ontrlbuted into this important

academic initiative of the University.

We are living in an interesting age. This is an age wherein, the cartography of the contours of
economic progress is being redefined with the Knowledge as the principal tool. On the other
hand, the common citizens on the street are being empowered with an ICT-enabled life-style
that is increasingly transforming their life-vision.

One and a halfbillion people, all over the world, are walking around with powerful computers
in their pockets or bags. However, the fact remains that they often do not realize it, because
they call them something else a cell phone. But, today's high-end cell phones have the
computing power of a mid-1990s personal computer (PC), while consuming only one-
hundredth of the energy. Even the simplest, voice-only phones have more complex and
powerful chips than the 1969 on-board computer that landed a spaceship on the moon!

Thus, the focus of the Conference of the Vice-Chancellors is on “Exploring the ICT-enabled
Opportunities for Confluence between the Open and the Conventional Systems of Education”

I believe that the interactions of the thought leaders in the Conference shall prove to be a
bloc-buster in bringing about the promising confluence between the two systems of education
with their respective immense strength. We are at a very important junction in our pursuits of
excellence in higher education. Let's honour the idea whose time has arrived! Manoj Soni
Vice-Chancellor: BAOU, Gujarat
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National Conference of the Hon. Vice-Chancellors
On
Open and Conventional Education Systems :

Opportunities for ICT-enabled Confluence
' Date - 09, 10, 11 : June-2010

The Thematic Agenda

o 01 Exploring the intellectual, technological and administrative dimensions of the
possibility of the confluence between the Open and Conventional Education Systems for
a mutually enriching growth and advancement '

. 02 Sharing the profile of ideas, initiatives, experiments and experiences of such explorations
by and between the stakeholders of Open and Conventional Education Systems using the
ICT

The Premise

It is possible to envisage and in view of the worrisome GER in higher education in India,
inevitably necessary to execute the ICT-enabled Learning that could create, sustain and
empower a synergic link between a Knowledge Economy and an IT-enabled cell phone / laptop
/.PC using young aspirants, in particular and citizens, in general.

The Technology Framework

We are living in an interesting age. This is an age wherein the cartography of the contours of
econbmic progress is being redefined with the Knowledge as the principal tool. On the other
hand, the common citizens on the street are being empowered with an ICT-enabled life-style
that is increasingly transforming their life-vision.

One and a half billion people, all over the world, are walking around with powerful computers
in their pockets or bags. However, the fact remains that they often do not realize it, because they
call them something else a cell phone. But, today's high-end cell phones have the computing
power of a mid-1990s personal computer (PC) while constining only one one-hundredth of the
energy. Even the simplest, voice-only phones have more complex and powerful chips than
the1969 on-board computer that landed a spaceship on the moon!
The Intellectual and Administrative Framework

While organizing the premise as profiled above for implementation, an attempt at bringing
about the confluence of open and conventional systems of education can contribute positively.
The conventional system is a repository of vast intellectual and physical resources. The open
system has proven track record of dismantling constraints of time, space and pace of learning
without compromising on quality of deliverables. The confluence of these two energies can,
indeed, bring about a positive and vibrant growth and transformation of dynamics governing
higher education in India.

Conferencing for the Way Ahead

Thus, the proposed national Conference of the Hon. Vice- Chancellors of the Open Universities
in India and the Hon. Vice- Chancellors of the Conventional Universities in Gujarat, aims to
deliberate on the thematic agenda as outlined above. It also proposes to appreciate the ideas,
initiatives and experiments in implementing the premise.
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