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Deepawali Greetings and the best wishes for a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year!
The Conference of the Vice-Chancellors of all the Open Universities in India and those of
the Conventional Universities in Gujarat, organized by our University during 09-11 June
last, was a resounding success. The Conference saw possibly, a first-ever formal effort of
convergence of the Open and Conventional education systems. Five Universities in
Gujarat, viz., Krantiguru Shayamji Krishna Verma Kacch University, Hemchandracharya
North Gujarat University, Bhavnagar University, Gujarat Forensic Science University
and Ganpat University signed a first-of-its-kind MoU with our University for offering our
University's courses to the students of these conventional Universities under the Choice-
based Credit System.

The MolJs with three Universities, viz., Krantiguru Shayamji Krishna Verma Kacch
University, Bhavnagar University, and Gujarat Forensic Science University are already
implemented. And thus, for the first time perhaps, the students of the conventional
Universities are simultaneously studying Courses of their choice from an Open
University, which would be duly and formally credited for by the respective conventional
university.

The Conference also deliberated upon the idea of OMKAR Open Matrix Knowledge
Advancement Resource. The cogitations during the Conference have helped refine the
idea and the University has plans to launch it in very near future. However, [ would be
grateful if the idea of OMKAR can still be further enriched with more suggestions. Here
15 the idea's brief profile:
The Ideaof OMKAR
OMK AR the Open Matrix Knowledge Advancement Resource is envisaged to be a
technology-enabled domain, constituting a repository of e-resources of information and
knowledge. The domain is visualized to be a dynamic platform that is compatible with
multi-media convergence for a two way communication ef information and knowledge.
Application of OMKAR
O M K AR can provide the most easily accessible solutions to the pursuits of information
and knowledge resources by the seekers. It can host information about the institutions
that join the OMKAR Consortium. It can provide on-line access to information, training,
Course-ware in multi-media format, examination and certification. It can be the first ofits
kind Life-long learning source for the aspirants and the alumni of the Consortium-
member institutions.
O M K A R would thus be the most competitively collaborated model that is highly
enriched platform, hosting the best repository of information and knowledge.
O M K AR would be a first humble step towards making the multi-institutional real-value
virtual multi-media classroom and dialogue, accessible to millions of students and
aspirants across the globe.
The contribution of your ideas and possible resources to OMKAR are welcome. The
University and the generations of students shall be ever grateful to you for your
contributions.
Manoj Soni
Vice-Chancellor
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The Reportof The Vice-Chancellor’s Conference:

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open U Open University / had o orgamzed a National Conference on Open
and Conventional Education Systems Opportunities for ICT- Enabled Confluence on 9th, 10th
1 1th June ZIE 0. The conference was organized at Hotel Pride, Ahmedabad. : e

ice-Chancellors of various open universities from all over the country as well as Vice-

Chancellors from state granted conventional universities honored the occasion with their august
presence. Honourable Chief Minister of Gujarat, Sri Narendra Modi had inaugurated the conference.
Honourable Education Minister Sri Ramanlal Vora remained present as the Guest of Honour and
Vice-Chancellor c of Indira Gandhi National Open University, Professor " V.N.Rajsekharan Pillai
auspiced the oceasion as the Chief Guest, ) T = S

-On this occasion Honorable Education Minister inaugurated “Gyanbindu”, the Mobipedia
service. Where as Honorable Chief-Minister inaugurated the re-designed website and the Knowledge
Portal of the umver31ty On this occasion there was a live demonstration of all these services with the
help of power pg}iht presentation.

In the presence of honorable Chief Minister, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University and

another five selected universities of Gujarat signed and exchanged MOUS for collaboration
and implementing the Choice Based Credit System in the State. It has been first of its kind
and revolutionary experiment in the nation to implement Choice Based Credit System with
the collaboration of the Open University.

On this event honorable Chief Minister honored Sri. Anand Patel, a former student of
the Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University with the gold'medal. Sri Anand Patel topped
the entire Gujarat in Union Public Service Commission Exam in 2009.

Eminent scholars deliberated upon the issue of Bringing the Distance Learning to
the Second Generation on 10/6/2010. In the Second Session Lectures were delivered on the
issue of Transformative Potential: Emerging Technologies and Open University.

Where as in the third session lectures were delivered on the topic of Technology —
enabled Open Education with Industry Participation. At the same time there was a
fruitful interactions with Distance Education Council (DEC).

Followingly, the fourth session of the conference was focused upon Quallty Control
Measures and ICT — Enabled Open Education. Where as the last session was Open
Session for Recapitulations and Expressions of Intent for ICT-Enabled Education and
Confluence.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University with the assistance of UNAIDS initiated
a new course of NGO Management on 10+ June. On this occasion experts and
representatives of NGOs from all over the Gujarat remained present and honored the event.

Hardeepsinh Gohil
Chetana Shah
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